Dear Members,

We are so thrilled to be able to get the Torch to mem-
bers. We hope you enjoy this new online format. We
will also, as soon as possible send the printed Torch
as well.

As many of you know, Beta Sigma Phi, along with
countless other organizations, has been experiencing
an economic downturn, We are confident that this is
only a temporary situation and we will once again be
on a regular schedule with sending the Torch.

Conventions have started! They were just what the
doctor ordered for those of us at international who
travel to celebrate sorority with our members. Once
we see your enthusiasm, your dear hearts and the joy
your have when you are with your sisters, it helps us
to refocus on what is really important. To be with the
ones we care about, the ones that make us laugh, the
ones that let us know it is OK to eat that brownie or
buy a certain purse. The ones that accept us, and love
us for just being who we are.

Mr. Ross started this organization during the most
critical financial period in the history of this country.
And he did it. Women then had no money yet wisely
they recognized, even at the inception of our organi-
zation, that sorority is more than a luxury, it is quite
often, a lifeline.

| was very fortunate to go to Abilene, Kansas this

past Founder’s day with International’s Laura Ross
Wingfield. We traveled to the birthplace of sorority’s
founding for two very special reasons: a magnificent
display case, chock full of Beta Sigma Phi history was
assembled and placed in the local historical museum,
and Helen Pepper, our first member, spoke to the
sisters gathered. It was a magical afternoon as she
took us back to 1931 when a young salesman walked
into the Sunflower Hotel and greeted Helen, who was
working as a desk clerk. The rest, as they say, is his-
tory. And what a rich history it is!

As editor of the Torch, myself and Betsy Thomas, my
most capable assistant (and godsend!) are continually
amazed by the letters we receive about the reaching
out of our members,whether it is to help a sister, or a
complete stranger. It never ceases to amaze all of us
at International of the innate goodness and generos-
ity of our sisterhood. We are lucky to have each other.
Indeed

May you all have a wonderful summer!
Sincerely,
maef
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